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In the name of the Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful 

 
I would greatly appreciate your input regarding inheritance from non-Muslims (I am a convert, and 
only child, and my father is still a Christian -- may Allah guide him). On the face of it, Mufti TaqiUsmani's 
interpretation is very clear (see Albalagh website Q&A) that I will not be able to inherit my father's estate. My father 
has transferred ownership of many assets to me. However this doesn't include things such as the family 
home and my father's own investments which, ordinarily, I would inherit upon his death. Other sources 
seem to indicate that as long as Dad's will states specifically what goes to me -- as a named beneficiary -- I 
can inherit. I have up to now relied heavily on Mufti Taqi Usmani's guidance and do not wish to start 
picking and choosing, but this matter weighs heavily upon me at present. Is there no way that I can 
legitimately/Islamically receive -- on my father's passing -- his estate which he has bequeathed to me, and with which I 
have been intimately concerned since I was a child? 
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There are principally two types of laws that relate to the estate of a propositus, viz. the laws of inheritance 
and the laws of bequests. According to the laws of inheritance non-Muslim heirs of a Muslim propositus 
will not inherit the latter’s estate, whether they are born non-Muslims or are apostates.  Similarly, a Muslim 
cannot inherit from a non-Muslim propositus, provided that the latter was born non-Muslim.  If the 
propositus was an apostate, the property owned by him before his apostasy will be distributed amongst his 
Muslim heirs.  If a woman apostates, all her property, whether acquired before of after apostasy, will be 
distributed amongst her Muslim heirs. 
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According to the law of bequests, a non-Muslim legator may, in principle, bequeath his property in favour of 
a Muslim legatee, and similarly, a Muslim legator may, in principle, bequeath his property in favour of a 
non-Muslim legatee. 
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Thus, whilst you cannot qualify as a legal heir of your father’s estate according to Islamic law, if your father 
nominates you in his will as a beneficiary of his estate, according to Islamic law, you are entitled to his estate 
in your capacity as legatee but not as an heir. 
 
And Allah knows best. 
Mohammed Zubair Butt 
Chair, Al-Qalam Shariah Panel 


