
  
In the name of the Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful 

  

 

Please explain which descendants of the Holy Prophet Muhammad � are not allowed to receive 

Zakat? 
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It is actually not the descendants of the Holy Prophet Muhammad � that are prohibited from 

receiving Zakat but rather certain descendents of Banu Hashim of whom the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad � is himself a descendant. In Islam, lineage is traced through the male ascendants and, 

as none of the sons born to the Holy Prophet Muhammad � reached the age of majority, strictly 

speaking, it is not the descendants of the Holy Prophet Muhammad � that are not allowed to 

receive Zakat.  To explain further, the great-great grandfather of the Holy Prophet Muhammad �, 

'Abd Manâf, had four sons: Hâshim, Muttalib, Nawfal, and 'Abd Shams.  Hâshim, the great 

grandfather of the Holy Prophet Muhammad �, also had four sons from whom only the lineage of 

'Abd al-Muttalib continued.  'Abd al-Muttalib, the grandfather of the Holy Prophet Muhammad � 

had twelve sons.  All poor Muslim descendants of these twelve sons are entitled to receive Zakat 

except for the descendants of 'Abbâs � and Hârith �, and the descendants of Abu Tâlib from the 

progeny of 'Ali �, Ja’far � and ‘Aqeel �.  The progeny of Abu Lahab are also biological 

descendants of Hâshim.  However, the Holy Prophet Muhammad � is reported to have negated any 

ties of kinship with Banu Lahab on account of the persecution he suffered due to their nefarious 

activities.     
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And Allah knows best. 

 

Mufti Mohammed Zubair Butt 

Chair, Al-Qalam Shariah Panel 


